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Leeds youth offending service celebrates top marks in inspection report
The Youth offending service in Leeds is performing very well according to the latest government inspection findings, published today. 
Leeds scored well above the national average in all three areas inspected by HM Inspectorate of Probation – safeguarding, risk of harm to others, and reducing the likelihood of reoffending.
Inspectors examined a sample of youth offending cases from across Leeds and assessed the views of the young people who are involved with the service and their victims. 

The report is scored as a percentage of work that the inspectors judged to be of high quality in each category, and the level of improvement needed. 
In Leeds the results were:

Safeguarding – 84% (national average is 67%) 
Risk of harm to others – 76% (national average is 62%)

Likelihood of reoffending – 83% (national average is 69%)

Inspectors agreed that the service only needed a minimum level of improvement for each category. This is the highest rating available to the inspectors, and equivalent to a grade of ‘outstanding’.
The inspectors commented that the work of Leeds youth offending service (YOS) led to reductions in the frequency and seriousness of offending by young people, and that these reductions in offending were significantly better than the average performance of other youth offending teams inspected to date.
Alan MacDonald the Assistant Chief Inspector at HM Inspectorate of Probation said:

“Overall we consider this a very creditable set of findings. We were impressed with the range of interventions provided by the youth offending services and by the way that it worked with partners to develop and provide a broad range of services to respond to the complex and varied needs of children and young people living in a large city.”

Councillor Judith Blake, executive member responsible for children’s services said:

“This positive report is a credit to a great team of people who work tirelessly to help young offenders turn their backs on a life of crime. Not only is the team helping to improve the future prospects of often vulnerable young people, but they are also supporting victims of crime and ultimately creating a safer city for us all.
“It is also very reassuring that the inspectors again noted that the work of the youth offending team is helping to reduce the number of young people entering the criminal justice system.”

The inspectors found that the majority of children and young people who are involved with Leeds youth offending service (YOS) said that the YOS staff took action to deal with the things they needed help with, including drug and alcohol use, emotional or mental health issues, lifestyle, family relationships and housing. Some young people said that YOS staff had helped them get back into school and helped them improve their reading and writing. 
Inspectors also discovered that the great majority of children and young people said that they were less likely to reoffend as a result of their work with the YOS and a significant proportion said that it was because they now understood the impact of their offending on themselves and others.
The Core Case Inspection of youth offending work in Leeds took place as part of the Inspection of Youth Offending programme by HM Inspectorate of Probation. 
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